Application No. 1 0/7 1 8,599 

Amendments to the Claims : 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An image forming toner comprising at least a binding 
resin, a colorant, a charge controlling agent, and a pplyglycerol ester compound represented 
by the following formula (44r <U: w horoin an e st e rifioation ratio of the polyglycerol e ster 
compound is 50% or high e r and a polycondonsation d e gr ee n of th e polyglycerol is an int e g e r 
from 9 to 30: 
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Formula (1) 



_wherein in formula (1), Xi and X2 each independently represent an aliphatic 



hydrocarbon having 9-39 carbon atoms; and Y represents OH o r OCOX l t OCOXj^: 

wherein an esterification ratio of the polyglycerol ester compound is 50% or 

higher and a polvcondensation degree n of the polyglycerol is an integer from 9 to 30: and 

wherein the binding resin comprises at least a polyester resin having 

terephthalic acid and an ethylene oxide adduct of bis-phenol A as constituent monomers. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Previously Presented) An image forming toner according to claim 1, wherein 
the polyglycerol ester compoxmd is contained in the toner in an amoimt of 0.1 to 10% by 
weight, based on the total weight of the toner. 
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4. (Previously Presented) An image forming toner according to claim 3, wherein 
the polyglycerol ester compound is contained in the toner in an amount of 1 to 5% by weight, 
based on the total weight of the toner. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently Amended) An -A two-component development toner comprising 
the image forming toner according to claim 1 , wh e rein th e imag e forming toner is a two 
component dovolopmont tonor that is used in combination wit h and a carrier. 

7. (Original) An image forming toner according to claim 1, wherein the binding 
resin is a polyester resin. 

8. (Original) An image forming toner according to claiin 1, wherein the colorant 
is a color colorant. 

9. (Original) An image forming toner according to claim 1, >yherein the toner is 
used in flash fixation and further includes at least one light absorbing material selected from 
the group consisting of a light absorbing material having a principal absorption wavelength 
region in a principal emission wavelength region of a flash lamp, a light absorbing material 
having an absorption wavelength peak at a wavelength that is longer than said principal 
emission wavelength region, or a light absorbing material having substantially flat light 
absorptivity at least from said principal emission wavelength region to a visible light region. 

10. (Original) An image forming toner according to claim 1, wherein the 
esterification rate of the polyglycerol ester compoimd is obtained by 'H-NMR measurement. 

1 1 . (Withdrawn) An image forming method comprising the steps of: developing 
an electrostatic latent image on an image bearing body by use of an image fomiing toner that 
includes at least a binding resin, a colorant, a charge controlling agent, and a polyglycerol 
ester compound represented by the following formula (1); transferring the developed toner 
image onto a recording medium; and fixing the toner image on the recording medium. 
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wherein an esterification ratio of the polyglycerol ester compound. is 50% or higher, and a 
polycondensation degree of n of the polyglycerol is an integer from 9 to 30: 
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wherein in formula (1), X\ and X2 each independently represent an aliphatic 



hydrocarbon having 9-39 carbon atoms; and Y represents OH or OCOXi . 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Withdrawn) An image forming method according to claim 1 1, wherein the 
polyglycerol ester compoimd is contained in the image forming toner in an amount of 0.1 to 
1 0% by weight, based on the total weight of the toner. 

14. (Withdrawn) An image forming method according to claim 13, wherein the 
polyglycerol ester compound is contained in the image forming toner in an amount of 1 to 5% 
by weight, based on the total weight of the toner. 

15. (Withdrawn) An image forming method according to claim 11, wherein the 
developing step includes one-component development usiiig the image forming toner. 

16. (Withdrawn) An image forming method according to claim 11, wherein the 
developing step includes two-component development in which the image forming toner is 
used in combination with a carrier. 

17. (Withdrawn) An image forming method according to claim 1 1, wherein the 
binding resin of the image forming toner is a polyester resin. 
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18. (Withdrawn) An image forming method according to claim 1 1 , wherein the 
colorant of the image forming toner is a color colorant. 

19. (Withdrawn) An image forming method according to claim 11, wherein the 
fixing step includes flash fixation of the image forming toner which further includes at least 
one light absorbing material selected from the group consisting of a light absorbing material 
having a principal absorption wavelength region in a principal emission wavelength region of 
a flash lamp, a light absorbing material having an absorption wavelength peak at a 
waivelength that is longer than said principal emission wavelength region, or a light absorbing 
material having substantially flat light absorptivity at least from said principal emission 
wavelength region to a visible light region. 

20. (Withdrawn) An image forming method according to claim 11, wherein the 
esterification ratio of the polyglycerol ester compoimd of the image forming toner is obtained 
by 'H-NMR measurement. 



